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With over half a million views, a student’s viral video has made RM principal Damon 
Monteleone famous. In 2016, Richard Williams, a spoken-word artist and rapper better known as 
Prince Ea, uploaded a YouTube video titled “I JUST SUED THE SCHOOL SYSTEM !!!,” 
calling out American public schools for letting down their students.  

 
In his viral video, Williams argues that the modern education system forces students to adhere to 
the same cookie-cutter frame, which discourages creativity and individuality, keeps students at 
their desks for hours on end and fails to pay teachers enough. 
 
Sophomore Humza Mohammed reacted to Prince Ea’s video by making one of his own for his 
MYP Project, titled “SHOCKING! Principal Reacts to Prince EA - I JUST SUED THE 
SCHOOL SYSTEM !!!” Mohammed, whose YouTube channel has a few thousand subscribers, 
asked Mr. Monteleone to watch William’s video and respond to its message. The video, 
uploaded on Dec. 20, 2018, has garnered over 500,000 views and counting. 
 
Mohammed himself strongly supports the points Williams made in his video. “When I watched 
it, I agreed with everything that was said,” he said. 

 
Mr. Monteleone was also eager and interested to respond when Mohammed approached him 
with his own video idea. “I’m open to what kids bring me,” he said.  

 
Much of William’s original video critiques the widespread conformity and standardization in our 
schools. “One teacher stands in front of 20 kids, each one having different strains, different 
needs, different gifts, different dreams and you teach the same thing the same way,” Williams 
said, arguing that the sheer number of students in classes makes it difficult to individualize 
learning.  

 
Williams also points out that while technology has changed dramatically over the years, 
classrooms have remained the same. “I think the biggest point he made was that 150 years ago, 
classrooms looked the exact same as they look today,” Mohammed said. “That really hit home 
with me.” 

 
After watching the Prince Ea video, Mohammed’s anticipation of Mr. Monteleone’s reaction 
inspired him to make his own YouTube video. “I personally wanted to see what [Mr. 
Monteleone] would say to it because I didn’t really know why a school couldn’t change,” 
Mohammed said. The principal’s reaction was better than he expected. “After the video, he kind 
of just took off; he knew what he was talking about. I agreed, he stayed on topic and he answered 
a lot of questions I would’ve had,” Mohammed explained. 

 
Mr. Monteleone sympathized with Williams’ overall sentiment. “I’m in full agreement,” the 
principal said. “I think we have a completely archaic system.” 



He also offered his opinions on why the school system remains at a standstill. “There are people 
who rely on development, and rely on these buildings, and rely on the reputation of the school,” 
he said. “There is an industry behind this.”  

 
“There is no job in the world that any of you will ever go into that looks like or feels like high 
school,” Mr. Monteleone said in an interview. “There’s nothing that resembles this.”  

 
However, completely re-imagining the school system would require a massive amount of change 
that one principal cannot enforce.  
 
For example, one way that the public school system may limit its students is through graduation 
requirements. For Montgomery County schools, this includes four years of math and English, 
three years of science and social studies, two years of a world language and a number of elective 
credits such as fine arts, physical education, technology and more. 
 
These requirements often cause annoyance and frustration among students who feel that the 
courses deemed “essential” do not fit their intended career path. “You have to have graduation 
credits in courses that you don’t need,” Mr. Monteleone said in the video. 
 
Mohammed’s video has not only gained over half a million views, but lots of public support as 
well. Many viewers praised Mr. Monteleone in the comment section. “This principal should 
become the world’s principal. Amazing person!” a commenter wrote, gaining nearly 4,000 likes. 
Other popular comments included “That principal should be praised,” ”Your principal is 
intelligent,” and “Respect to this principal.” 
 
While Mohammed’s video continues to rack up thousands of new views and comments daily, he 
is still getting used to all the attention. “My parents are proud of me, and it’s a cool experience,” 
Mohammed said. “So many people walk up to me and ask me, ‘How did you get views?’ and 
other questions that I really can’t answer.” 
 
By highlighting the thoughts of a school principal, his video brought a new perspective to the 
longtime debate about the efficacy of our school system. With a viral video under his belt, 
Mohammed is eager to do more. “I’m looking forward to making a lot more videos, but the 
attention is definitely a big change,” he said. 
 

 
 


